
August 26, 2005 

Sandra Lockerman 

Thank you for submitting the description of the Jaeger you found on the Susquehanna River 
in Harrisburg on September 19, 2003 after the passage of Hurricane Isabel. The report was 
unanimously accepted as a Jaeger sp. 

Jaeger identification is notoriously difficult. In my experience both Pomarine and 
Parasitic can impart a fairly distinctive jizz even at distance, or under poor conditions ( or 
both). Often after identifying a bird I find it difficult to explain why I made such an ID. 
Your description left no doubt that you saw a Jaeger but there was nothing definitive 
described of the birds plumage. For example, you first sentence said "Bird approximately 
same size as Ring-billed Gull .. ". Using the average lengths given by Sibley and not 
considering the longer tail of a Jaeger a Parasitic Jaeger is 16.5 inches, a Ring-billed Gull 
is 17.5 inches, and a Pomarine is 18.5 inches. So speaking approximately all three species 
are the same size. 

Isabel produced a unprecedented fallout of pelagic birds. Even without a specific 
identification your documentation will add to the record of the historic event. Thanks 
again for sending in the description. 

Sincerely 

Matt Sharp 
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee. 



PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
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West Chester, PA 19380 
nickpul@bellatlantic.net 
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SPECIES (common and scientific name) Poma_r1 n L. :::Ja L q-t-r ( Sfe....r~or~1v-S poM.o..x·, l\L.LS ) 
Subspecies, if known __________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS __ _ SEX(ES) I,(. G k.no wn 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
thoseterms;stateofmoltif applicable): ~1·~· r h u...t+ oss,b ~Ln 

DATE0FossERVAT10NSw+ 1q, z...oo3 TIME s·.35 PM 

LOCATION (city, borough, township) __ _,fl-w=f--+--"""'~r-_,· 1'--":>=be..>ou...."""-!.r_,,'t"¥-----------------

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) '2.3'"\S ~- tn:>n+ ~ R,uu,-s;d..o.. .Pcu--- K. -+h.n.--; sbv "r 
OBSERVER REPORTING: 

Name {:; a o d. cCL. ::::r . Lb c.J< er fY\,_OJ1 
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City tfa.rr1sbur¥--- T State..EiL ZIP j 7lOC, 

e-mail (optional) locJ<e.;rNLn@ phone (optional) 7 I 7 (p 5 7 0 SO 9 
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OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): __ _,_o.L.-'o=-.e....,o'--"t.~-------
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VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position of sun relative to you) ovwca ,·.J: i I ou . .) clouds, 
u) 1 od s s -lo 01 pb ) oo ::," ,, u15·, bk 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED .Sw a..rov~ ~ /OX y 2-

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. 
posture, body shape, and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; other 
features relevant to this individual): • · .so. l 
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VOCALIZATIONS1 _ _J('\U:::::O~ri.!..'!~~.!..chA~a.r=....:d~-----------------------

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph__ Video recording__ Audio recording__ Drawing __ 
Photographer/recorder/illustrator: 

Name. _________________________ _ 
Address. ________________________ _ 
City _____________ State __ ZIP _______ _ 
e-mail (optional} _________ phone (optional} _______ _ 

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing, please include -it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition _____________________________ _ 
If collected (by permit), location of specimen if known _________________ _ 
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(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIO~S EXP~RIENCE WITH THIS AND~O~ SPECIES_~~M ,-he. t¥.=f:f a± 
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DATE OF THIS REPORT: #Jo"' 30, wo3 

SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER ~a_~ ~ ~ 



•· Record No: 332-04-2003 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) 

Date of Sighting: 19 September 2003 to 19 September 2003 
Location: HARRISBURG 
County : DAUPHIN 
Observer(s): Sandra Lockerman 

Date of Submission: 2003 
Submitted by: Sandra Lockerman 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 
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